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SUBJECT: RAMGOOLAM'S VIEWS ON IDI AMIN 

1 . IN A CONVERSATION WITH ME ON MARCH 17 PRIME MINISTER 
RAMGOOLAM SAID THAT THE REASON NO AFRICAN LEADER CRITICIZES 
IDI AMIN PUBLICLY IS THAT NOE OF THEM HAS A RECORD MUCH BETTER 
THAN AMIN’S. HE SAID FEW OF THEM HAVE ANY BETTER CLAIMS TO 
LEGITIMACY IN TERMS OF HOW THEY CAME TO POWER, AND THRE EXIST 
ONLY THREE MULTI-PARTY PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACIES ON THE ENTIRE 
CONTINENT: SENEGAL, GAMBIA AND MAURITIUS. (I SUGGESTED 
BOTSWANA, BUT HE SAID IT’S A ONE-PARTY STATE.) RAM SAID, 

"YOU KNOW, THEY'RE ALL KILLERS, ALL OF THEM. THEY HAVE ALL KILLED 
PEOPLE WHO OPPOSED THEIR RULE, SO HOW CAN THEY SPEAK OUT 
AGAINST AMIN?" 

2. WHEN I TOOK ISSUE WITH HIS BLANKET CONDEMNATION AND ARGUED 
THAT THERE IS A LARGE DEGREE OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN AMIN'S 
SYSTEMATIC AND LARGE SCALE MASSACRES OF OPPONENTS, POTENTIAL, 

REAL OR IMAGINED IN UGANDA, AND THE STIFLING OF OPPOSITION IN 

SOME AFRICAN COUNTRIES, INCLUDING JAILING AND EXILING OF OPPONENTS, 
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AND EVEN EXECUTIONS OF SOME, RAMGOOLAM WOULD NOT ADMIT THAT 
ANYONE HAS CLEAN HANDS. HE SAID HE WAS THE FIRST AND PERHAPS 
THE ONLY AFRICAN LEADER TO HAVE DENOUNCED AMIN, WHEN IN A UN 
SPEECH HE COMPARED AMIN'S EXPLUSION OF UGANDAN ASIANS UNFAVORABLY 
WITH THE WAY SOUTH AFRICA TREATS ITS ASIANS, AND HAD LABELLED 
AMIN THE RACIST HE IS. I POINTED OUT THAT NYERERE AND KAUNDA 
HAD PUBLICLY DENOUNCED AMIN'S REGIME FROM ITS VERY BEGINNING 
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IN 1971, PARTLY OUT OF THEIR FRIENDSHIP FOR MILTON OBOTE, AND 
THERE HAD BEEN SOME OTHER AFRICAN PERSONALITIES OTHER THAN 
CHIEFS OF STATE WHO HAD CRITICIZED AMIN. RAM SAID PERHAPS 
NYERERE DID NOT DESERVE HIS EPITHET OF "KILLER", BUT EVEN HE 
TOOK EXTREME MEASURES SUCH AS CONFISCATING PEOPLE’S HOUSES AND 
THEN MAKING THEM PAY RENT TO OCCUPY THEIR OWN PROPERTY. 

3. FOREIGN MINISTER WALTER, WHO WAS PRESENT, PREDICTED THAT 
AMIN WOULD NOT LAST OUT THE YEAR, AS HE WOULD MOST LIKELY BE 
ASSASSINATED BY ONE OF HIS OWN BODYGUARDS. I REMARKED THAT 
PEOPLE HAVE BEEN PREDICTING AMIN'S IMMINENT DEMISE FOR MANY 
YEARS, BUT HE SEEMS TO GO ON AND ON. 

KEELEY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PERSONAL OPINION, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, FORM OF GOVERNMENT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 18-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PORTL00255 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770093-0463 
Format: TEL 
From: PORT LOUIS 

Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770345/aaaabnaf.tel 

Line Count: 75 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: e300eeb5-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3066016 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: RAMGOOLAMYS VIEWS ON IDI AMIN 

TAGS: PFOR, MP, UG, XA, OAU, (RAMGOOLAM), (AMIN DADA, IDI) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/e300eeb5-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



